Dub]iﬂ Rotary Club History
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as told 173 : A{an Tl—xomas

Fau] Hyde Bonﬂer, in his book The Art of L]ewe”en Jones, gives us a
Phrase that is apropos for this evening, e says, “the past, like goocl wine, should be

taken down from the shelf of ]hce, from time to time, to siP the nectar of the past
bouquets"’ Our Dub]iﬂ Rotary History is one of those bouquets‘

December of 1 938 found the world situation in crisis. The storm clouds of
war were gathering as [Titler hacljust annexed Czechos]ovakia (1 o million (Germans)

and was makiﬂg Preparations for the invasion of Fo]ancl‘

. D. Rivers was (sovernor of Georgia and hacljust met with Fresicleﬂt
Franuiﬂ De]ano Rooseve]t at the Litt]e White [House in Warm 5 rings, (3eorgia.
pring g

Meanwhile in Dub]in, Georgia, Fau] K ellam — with his ]ove]y locks of go]clen
hair - had Fu”y recuPerated from his Thanksgiviﬂg SCason turkey feast at Webb’s
Kinclergarten‘ Farkers Guemsey farm (te]ephone number 381) was aclvertising
go]clen Guemsey milk. F M. Watson was aclvertising for pecans, hicles, Furs, scrap

iron and metals. On Tuesclay, December 7,19%8, Bog’s Town, starring SPeﬂcer
Tracy and Mickey Kooney, was showiﬂg at the Kitz Theatre‘ On December 8,

1938, Gardeﬂ of the Moon, starring Fat O’Brien and Margaret Linclsey, was the
feature attraction. That same clay, the local DAR chaPter met at the Woman’s

C]ul:) over on North Avenue. At that time, Rotary ]ntemationa] was in its §§rd year,
having been founded in 1905 in Chicago by Fau] Harris, Attomey. Rotary was
started to allow business acquaintaﬂces to become Frieﬂcls, and they rotated the P]ace

of their meetings, thus Rotary‘

A young man, a veritable clynamo, checked into the Frecl Rober’cs Hote]

across from the ]ibrary‘ [is mission for beiﬂg in town was to organize a Rotary Club

in Dub]iﬂ‘



Forter Carswe” was District (overnor of District 165, which at the time
covered the entire state. He felt Dub]iﬂ was a Progressive town that needed a
Rotary Club e arrived in town to Persona”y recruit the fifteen members needed for

anew ctiaPter‘ [e was accomPanied by LA <5COOP> Wtiit]ocig Wittiin a couP]e of
clays ttieg had recruited .G Simoris, Rea] [ state c]assitication; Wa]ter A
Hobbs, Banker; LA (5coop) Wtiit]ock, Bui]cliﬂg Supply; Jotm Beﬂnett
Beclingtie]cl, Caclwe” Ferti]izer Works Manager; W.W. BriﬂSOﬂ, Cotton Broker;
A‘ T Co]eman, Medica] Doctor; Rubert Hogaﬂ, Banker~ Merctiaﬂt; W H

| ovett, Businessmaﬂ; E_]bert Mu]]is, County Sct‘ioo] SUPCriﬂtCﬂdCﬂt; W.D.
Fari(erson, Businessmaﬂ; Joe] Fe]ton Fierce; Grocerymaﬂ; Wi”iam (Bi”) St‘iumaﬂ,
Merchant; Harrg Tay]or (T imber); and James . Allen, Georgia Flywoocl
COFPOFatiOﬂ‘

.G Simoris (Fearl (5raves’ tattier) was elected as the first C]ub Fresicleﬂt

Ttie C]ub’s charter was Presented on the ﬂigtit otJanuary 19,19%9. Ttie
C]ub was SPOﬂSOFCCl by the Macon Rotary C]ub Fast District Governor Harrg
Garrett of Augusta made the keynote address that eveniﬂg, and District Governor
Forter Carswe” delivered Ctiarter #4901 to Fresicleﬂt Simoris‘ Ttie local press
described the banquet, held at the Woman’s C]ub, as a “brilliant event for the

community”‘

Ttie young C]ub began as an eveniﬂg club and met at the New Dub]iﬂ Hote]
for several years. ]t’s my unclerstancling that a Post~meeting game of Poker was
enjoyed by many of its members. A t:igtu]igtit of that first year for the C]ub was
tiosting the District Assemb]y.

World War ” brougtit tiarclstiiP to Dub]iﬂ and | aurens County, and gaso]iﬂe
rationing (5 ga”ons per week) cost the C]ub the te”owst‘iip of Ctiarter Rotarians
| ewis Smitti and W.D. Fari(erson, as ttney didr’t have sufficient gaso]iﬂe for the
weeug rouncl~triP from Caclwe” to Dub]iﬂ and back.

Obvious]y, we are extreme]y Proucl of the Dub]iﬂ Rotary Club and its service

to the commuriityJ ]oca], state, national and international. Wtii]e time has seen the



Passiﬂg of all but one of the charter members, and has certain]y dimmed the memory of

many of us, itis obvious that the early leaclership of men like .G Simorws, M. .
B]ackshear, Jo}m Couric, JosePh Miclc”eton, Wa]ter Hobbs, Fe]ton Fierce, Russe]

Da]y, E_arl Arnau, Marsha” Chapman, Larrg Battle, Joseph Carr and Jimmy

Ne]son laid down a firm foundation for ]eaclership and service.

During Jimmy Nelson’s administration the meeting site was moved to the
Dub]iﬂ Country Club, with the excePtion of a brief Periocl cluring the 1 960s when
meetiﬂgs were moved to the E_”<s Club, and are still held here.

E_veniﬂg meetings were changed to luncheon meetings cluring the Presicleﬂcy
of Dr. Davicl Qpirm, Director of the Veterans Aclmiﬂistration HosPita], and his
guicling hand launched the C]ul:) into the 1 950s. ]t was cluring the Presicleﬂcy of
McGrath Keen, Sr. that the tradition of Presenting the outgoing Fresicleﬂt a
diamond Rotarg Piﬂ was begun‘ ]F ] wear a Piﬂ, itis my Dub]iﬂ Rotary Club Fast
Fresicleﬂt’s Pllﬂ‘

One Fresicleﬂt of the C]ul:) cluring the 1 950s, Dan Reecl, later became
District (sovernor of Rotary District 6920. Aﬂother Fresicleﬂt of that same clecacle,
C]eon Odom, toc{ay holds the distinction of having the ]ongest Periocl of continuous
affiliation with the Dub]iﬂ Rotary C]ub - ﬂearly 49 years.

The decade of the 1 960s was high]ighted by the 7_5th Anm’versarg of the
C]ul:) cluring the Presicleﬂcy of (sene Scarborough‘

Sixty years of an organization’s historg is a ]ong time. [ or the Dub]iﬂ Rotary
Club, its aPProximately 5,000 programs Featuring such sPeakers as (Governors of
Georgia, u 5 Congressmeﬂ, corporate heacls, re]igious leaders such as our specia]
friend Jack Key, educational ]eaclers, and Rotary ]ntemationa] Directors.

Dub]iﬂ Rotary is Laclies Night ~ now called Spouses Night~ since
membership has been oPeﬂed to the geﬂt]er sex. We’re a better club for it! ]t’s steak
m’ghts or other specia] outings at Ben Halls or | _ouie Curry’s camPhouse‘ ]t’s shrimP



boils at the beach. ]t’s [awaiian ]uaus, it's ajoumey to Jekg” lslaﬂcl, it's Saﬂta for
the chi]clren; it's hosting a District gohc tournament.

]t’s a Fishing rodeo for the youngsters, it’s bicyc]es for the needg, it's billboards
announcing meeting times, it’s support for the e]clerly in nursing homes, it’s a haﬂclicaP
P]ahcorm at the Shamrock Bow], it’s 5,000 books for Liberia, it's a mushroom Project
in ]nclia, it’s 700 bicyc]ists ]eaviﬂg Dub]iﬂ on a cool March Surwclay morning, it's a
Joint Civic Luncheon cluring the St Fatrick’s Festiva]‘

]t’s a Group Stucly Exchange team from Austra]ia, Russia or Bo]ovia; it's
our own J Al Durcleﬂ ]eacliﬂg ateam to Russia and returning to invest in K ohler
F]umbiﬂg suPP]ies‘

]t’s 87 ]ntemationa] Exchange students in Dub]iﬂ fora conc]ave, it's those
same students in our homes. ]t’s thejoy of watching their excitement as they discover
a new world and our own cliscovery that they are so much like our children. ]t’s the
hoPe of knowing that world peace is enhanced when we reach out to our ﬂeighbor‘ ]t

is 66 Will Watt [Tellows and 11 patrons who have donated over $68,500 to the
Georgia Rotary Stucleﬂt Frogram‘

Rotary isjust one child who will not have Po]io‘

Rotary is the satisfaction of teamwork. Rotary is PromC Positive that no man is
an island. Rotary is Winning the District Bu]]etin Contest, the Scrapbook Awarcl,
the Worlcl Commum’ty Service Awarcl, the Forter Carswe” Awarcl, and yes, it's the
Pricle of watchiﬂg Fresiclents Jim Fark, Carl Bedingﬁe]c{, Roger Fo]som, McGrath
Keen, Jr‘, Farre” Nichols and [al Warcl accept the District’s C]ul:) of the Year
Awarcl‘ ]n Fact, over the past fifteen years, the Dub]iﬂ Rotary Club has either won

tl‘ns awarcl or }Z)Ceﬂ rUﬂﬂCr~UP every gear‘

]t’s also Freston Jol‘mson, Jacob New, and Bi”y Aclams as District
(Governor of District 6920; it’s Freston as Rotarg ]ntemationa] SPecia]

RePresentative; it's Koger Fo]som, Gera]cl Smith, Steve Moore, J Al Durcleﬂ and
others working at the District level of Rotary‘



]t’s the cha”eﬂge of the seemiﬂglg uncha”eﬂgeab]e goa] as Fresicleﬂt Mike
Cau]eg tells the C]ul:), “We need to raise $26,000 to he]P eradicate Po]io worlclwicle,”
and see the C]ul:) resPoncl with 25 new Fau] [Harris Fe”ows and 10 new sustaining
members. Toclay our C]ul:) has 10 beﬂefactors, 97 Fau] Harris Fe”ows, and 57
sustaining members who have donated over $1 11 ,627 toward Po]io eraclication, other

worthy international Projects, and world peace and unclerstancling‘

]t’s Fresicleﬂt Fraﬂk Fie]cls saying, “| et’s have an auction to raise funds for
local scho]arships” and seeing this initial effort net over $8,000. This same event
recent]y raised over $ i 7,000 for a new Habitat for Humam’ty home.

]t’s Fresicleﬂt fal Warcl cha”eﬂgiﬂg the C]ul:) on the “Wa” of OPPortum’ty” at
the Dub]iﬂ Residence Ceﬂter and watching the Dub]iﬂ Rotary Club membership

resPoncl with over $20,000 cluring the first four weeks of the effort.

]t’s the dozens of scho]arships Provicled to local students. ]t’s the satisfaction
of seeing these young Peop]e start across the stage of life with PurPoseFu] direction,

resolve and a sensitive awareness of ]oca], national and international resPonsibi]ities‘

]t’s over 50 ]nteract students cliscovering thejoys of shariﬂg, of giving — of
common goa]s‘ ]t’s RYLA students broaclem’ng their horizons and assuming the
mantle of ]eaclership ]t’s a Breauast of Champions — a time for the leaders of

tomorrow to be encouragecl ancl cha”enged

For all of my lhce, ] have been ajoiner‘ ] have been a member of dozens of clubs,
organizations, societies and causes. APar’c from my church agi]iatiorw, in which is
centered my quest for spiritua] growth, no group has ever stirred the clePths of my soul

like my involvement in Rotary.

] have asked mysehc, “Why is this?” Most organizations have an ageﬂcla - a
cause to which they ra“y —~ a cause to ChamPl’Oﬂ‘ Maﬂy of these agenclas are
worthwhile but of limited scope. Maﬂy of them focus on the individual member and his

or her Persona] satisfaction.



Rotary also has an ageﬂcla but one that is not centered on self orits

mcmbership‘ Rathcr itis centered on the needs of our fellow man.

Think of all that ]’vc mentioned tom’ght,just part of the accomP]isthﬂts of
this club over the past sixty years. Thc vast majority of these involvements focus on

three major objcctive:

i. Thc alleviation and amelioration of human miscry.
2. Thc nurturing of the 3outh of this world.
3. ]mProving world peace and unclerstancling‘

Thesc are noble goa]s‘ Thc Rotary Ageﬂcla elevates the highcst

tenets of the human sou], for we should remember “]t is not what the world givcs to you
in Praisc and in go]cl, but is what you give back to the world so that other souls may

grow"’

Thc Dub]iﬂ Rotary Club Expcricnce‘ [For some of us, itis on]y afew weeks

old. [ or some of us, it spans ﬂearly five decades. Thc past sixty years have involved

ﬂearly 600 men and women in the Dub]iﬂ Rotary Club Expcricnce‘ Our lives have

been entwined in the cause of service to mankind - an ageﬂcla that has stood the test
of time for sixty years in this community. Toclay we number 137 members strong and
stand confident that the best years of service by the Dub]iﬂ Rotary Club are not the

sixty years o1C our Past but are thc years to come.

May it be sol
T hank you,

A”en Thomas

May, 2000
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